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MAKING LIFE BETTER 
is published twice a month 

by 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

 
Deadline for copy  

2nd and 4th Monday  
Editor reserves the right to 
edit for content and space. 

Sunday Worship  
MEX-TV, Channel 3 
10:00 AM Mondays 
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SEPTEMBER 13,  2006 
First Baptist Church   
Mexico, Missouri 
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CLASS 201 Discovering Spiritual Growth 
Do you want to become more like Jesus? Class 201 will help you develop the habits you need to 
jump-start your spiritual growth. It will give you an overview of the basic spiritual habits every 
Christian needs in order to grow: Come join us for this life empowering class.  
Sunday nights at 6:30 (4 sessions) in Choir Room, taught by David Crawford 
September 17, September 24, October 8, October 22  
 
CLASS 260 Old Testament Issues Part 1 
For many people the Old Testament strikes fear in their hearts.  We do not know how to read it, 
understand it, or apply it to our daily lives.  This class will address some of those issues and oth-
ers with regards to the Old Testament.  This is an opportunity for you to sit down with other be-
lievers and discuss some of those difficult Old Testament issues.  
Sunday nights at 6:30 (4 sessions) in Room 105,  taught by Ron Drummond  
September 17, September 24, October 8, October 22  
 
CLASS 301 Discovering My SHAPE For Ministry                                                                  
God didn't design church ministry for a select few with seminary degrees. Here at First Baptist, 
every member of our church is a minister. That's what Class 301 is all about. It's an enlightening, 
inspiring time, designed to help you discover your SHAPE for ministry. Your SHAPE is one-of-
a-kind, a combination of your Spiritual Gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality and Experience to 
help reveal how God wants to use you to minister to others.  
Sunday nights at 6:30 (4 sessions) in Room 120, taught by Don Mason 
September 17, September 24, October 8, October 22  
 
CLASS 401 Discovering My Life’s Mission  
Believe it or not, God wants to use you to bless the world around you. Yes, God really does want 
to use you to make a significant difference in the lives of others. People matter to God. You can 
help others experience the wonderful forgiveness and transforming power of the message of 
Christ. In this class, you will discover ways to explain the Good News of Jesus in a natural way 
without coming across pushy or preachy. Learn to develop and share your life message. Begin to 
share your faith conversationally with your friends. Discover how you can become part of God’s 
work in the world.  
Sunday nights at 6:30 (4 sessions) in Room 216, taught by Pastor Rick Smith 
September 17, September 24, October 8, October 22  
 

To register for these classes, fill out the tear strip on       
Sunday’s worship bulletin, call the church office at           
573-581-4190 (leave a message after hours) or email                             
denise@fbcmexico.com 
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In the Sanctuary 

First Baptist is beginning a new chapter with new staff. 
Come and pray with us for God’s guidance and direc-
tion to fulfill His purposes. Pray for our new staff: 
Randy Sikes, new Worship/Associate Pastor, Ben 
Schnipper, new Education/Youth Pastor and Denise 
Willis, new Secretary. And for our staff that’s been here 
awhile: Pastor Rick, Nancy Arnold, Secretary, Mark 
Bailey, Custodian, Mary Ann Kasubke, Organist and 
Ginny Raney, Pianist. 

Grand Crossings Baptist Association 
3rd Annual Meeting 

Saturday, September 23  
9:15 am-12:00 noon 
First Baptist Church, Vandalia 

 

1st Century Commission...21st Century Commitment 
 

Wonderful Fellowship  
Inspiring Worship  
Biblical Challenges  

Jim Shaver 
Providence Baptist Church, New Bloomfield 

Joe Jones 
West Cuivre Baptist Church, Laddonia 

Todd Walker 
Union Baptist Church, Mexico 

David Clippard 
Executive Director, MO Baptist Convention 

 

Carry-in Fellowship Dinner 
Meat & Drink provided 

Salads, Vegetable Dishes, Desserts 
appreciated 

And when the Holy Spirit comes on you, you will 
be able to be my witnesses in Jerusalem, all over 
Judea and Samaria, even to the ends of the world. 

HELP NEEDED! 
To provide a meal 

for the GAs on 
Wednesday         

evenings from 5:30 
pm to 6:00 p.m. 

Please contact Lisa 
McCubbins at 581-
3747 evenings, or at 
581-5282 during the 
day if you are inter-
ested in helping out. 

ATTENTION: 
PARENTS 

Sunday,                  
September 17 
 The Children’s 

Division would like 
to invite you to 
come to your 

child’s Sunday 
School class from 
9:30-9:45 am to 
meet the teacher.  

Please come up and 
say hello! 



Church Fish Fry 
September 27 

6:00 pm 
in Fellowship Hall  

Fish, bread & drinks provided  
Bring a dish or two to share 

Dear First Baptist Church Family, 
 
I am retiring the end of September and want to tell you how much I have enjoyed 
working here. This church has treated me like part of the family. for the seven plus 
years I’ve worked here.  
  
Your response during my mother’s hospitalization and after she died was wonderful. 
Many of you came to the visitation, sent cards and gave memorials to her. You made 
me feel loved and comforted.  
  
I will miss all of you 
and hope to see you 
again. Please come to 
an open house in Fel-
lowship Hall on 
Wednesday, Septem-
ber 27 from 2-4 and 
say goodbye. I’ll also 
be at the fish fry later 
that evening, along 
with my replacement, 
Denise Willis so you 
can welcome her to 
First Baptist.  
 
Sincerely, 
Jeanne See 

Dear Personnel  
Committee: 
 

Thank you so much for 
the lovely gift thanking 
me for the extra effort I 
put forth while Jeanne 
was off work with her 
mother. Your thought-
fulness is really appreci-
ated. 
      Nancy Arnold 

Wondering how to 
vote on        

Amendment 2? 
It is the faith based 
community that will 
make a difference 
on Amendment 2 in 
the Nov. 7 election.  
To become more 
informed on this 
critical issue, go to 
www.nocloning.org 
If you are interested 
in helping the grass-
roots effort against 
this initiative, con-
tact Sally Stuart or 
Beanie Power. 
Another source of 
information: 
www.moroundtable 
.org or call  
314-854-1381 

 



FREE MOVIE    
Road  to Redemption at Cinema III, Mexico 

October 1, 2 and 3 at 7:00 pm 
Bring Your Neighbors and Friends 

Invitation tickets available in foyers this weekend 
 

Dear FBC Family, 
     Through the grace, 
and with the help of 
God, I am finally over 
the hump.  I have com-
pleted Navy basic train-
ing, and am now a fleet 
sailor. It has not been 
easy to complete this 
dream of mine.  Many, 
many, many of you 
have helped me out 
along the way, whether 
I knew you were there 
to help or not.  Some of 
you may not realize that 
you helped me.   
     I am stationed at 
Lackland Air Force 
Base in San Antonio, 
Texas.  I am planning 
on being here until my 
graduation on Oct 18, 
then I will be taking 
leave.  I plan on seeing 
all of you the short time 
I am home before I am 
stationed halfway 
around the world.  Until 
then, I can’t wait.  
Please keep me in your 
prayers as I will keep 
you in mine.   
In Christ’s love, 
Jeff Calaway 
 
My address: 
SR Calaway, J.A. 
PSC 3, Class 06400 MA 
Lackland,  AFB  78236 
 

Starring: Pat Hingle, Julie Condra, Leo Rossi, Jay Underwood, Tony Longo | Directed by: Robert 
Vernon | Produced by: John Shepherd, Jason Behrman | Written by: Robert Vernon | Distributor: World 
Wide Pictures 

Would you drive your dear 'ole granddad from Flagstaff, Arizona to Lake Redemption, Montana for 
$250,000? That's the conditions "Grandpa" Nathan Tucker (Pat Hingle, Batman Forever, Shaft) sets for 
his sassy estranged granddaughter Amanda Tucker (Julie Condra, Beautiful) who, along with her live-in 
boyfriend Alan Fischer (Jay Underwood, Uncle Buck) need to come up with a quarter-of-a-mil after 
"borrowing" it from Amanda's mob boss Sully Santoro (Leo Rossi II, Analyze This) and losing it at a 
bad gamble at the racetrack. Oops! 

Nathan really is Amanda's last hope at replacing the lost money. The last time she saw him was about 
two decades earlier. They didn't keep in touch. In one humorous scene of 
mistaken identity Amanda begins kissing up to a kind elderly man at the 
V.A. hospital whom she believes to be her grandfather. Her sappy sweet-
ness is sickeningly sour to the viewer who knows all too well her true 
colors. Yet even with this sorry display Nathan generously chooses to 
give Amanda what she wants, provided she drive him to his favorite fish-
ing hole 800 miles away. 

Road to Redemption is truly a road movie as incidents and accidents compound a simple trip. Wrong 
turns, following farm trucks full of feathers, break-downs (even in a new VW bug), becoming stranded 
in the middle of nowhere... it all happens. And all the while selfish boyfriend Alan and mobster Vincent 
(Tony Longo) are humorously hot on their trail. No matter what happens on their journey, Nathan, who 
recently "got religion," intends from the getgo to use this trip as a way to share his faith in Jesus with 
his prodigal family member. For this ailing Nathan, it's not the fishing hole that matters, but the quality 
time on the road the two share together. 

With a good mix of comedy, action, and beautiful scenery, Road to Redemption is sure to please most 
who will see it. A Christian audience will find it fun for the whole family and a good opportunity to 
open spiritual discussion with not-yet-believing family and friends. The secular world has already la-
beled Road a clearly propagandist evangelical film, and most used to typical Hollywood fare will proba-
bly agree. But what can we expect? Certainly this is a quality film with technical achievement. The gos-
pel is presented through portions of radio-broadcast sermons Nathan listens to while on the road (Billy 
Graham's "Day of Decision"), as well as the spiritual discussions he shares with Amanda. Her own per-
sonal road to redemption is bumpy but a fulfilling trip to watch. Softer audiences will even be moved to 
tears. 

 



Crown Financial Ministries  

Financial Freedom 
October 7,   

8:00 am-4:30 pm 
First Baptist 

Church, Fulton 
Bring your Bible, pen or pencil,          

and an open heart. 
 
Journey to True Financial Freedom, the 
newest live seminar from Crown Finan-
cial Ministries, combines biblical princi-
ples of money management with practi-
cal applications in a fast-paced format. 
Among topics discussed are: 
 
¨ Fundamental, Biblical  principles of managing resources, saving, debt and set-

ting priorities. 
¨ Societal pressures that result in decisions which prevent you from experiencing 

God’s best for your life. 
¨ God’s nature and how He uses money in your life to led you to financial free-

dom. 
¨ Practical steps to establish a plan to properly manage resources. 
¨ Three areas that cause the most problems  for the American family and how to 

successfully manage each one. 
¨ Practical steps to avoid or eliminate debt. 
¨ A scripturally balanced approach to giving in all areas of your life. 
¨ How to take the information learned and make it an ongoing part of your life. 
 
Regardless of your age and income, this seminar presents a concise yet comprehen-
sive view of money management based on the Bible.  Equipped with wisdom from 
God’s Word, you’ll learn how to establish and maintain a plan to faithfully serve 
Jesus Christ with all of your resources.  If you need further assistance with budget 
questions, Crown has a network of Money Map Coaches who can guide you 
through the process of setting up an effective personal budget.  For the name of a 
Volunteer Budget Coach near you, www.crown.org 
 
Pre-registration is required for all Crown seminars.  Register early to guaran-
tee your reservation.  Registration deadline is October 2. Mail or bring your 
$15 check (payable to Grand Crossing Baptist Association) to First Baptist 
Church, 600 E Promenade, Mexico, MO 65265. For more information contact 
Ron Baker: 573-642-5921.  
 

NEEDED: Coats, hats, 
scarves, gloves, mit-
tens, blankets (new or 
gently used) for mi-
grant workers.  Our 
Baptist Women’s Mis-
souri Group will be 
collecting these items 
between September 15 
and October 15 to be 
taken to Missouri 
Baptist Convention in 
Jefferson City.  Place 
your donated items in 
the container outside 
the office. 



Sunday School  
Hayride & Weiner Roast 

October 6, 6:30 pm  
Russ & Judy Haerer Home 

 
Need a ride? Be at the church at 6:00 to ride the 

bus. 

GA Sleepover  
September 29 at 6:00 pm 

Fellowship Hall 
Ends Saturday at 9:00 am 

Disciples Don’t Drink the Kool-Aid but Do 
Take the Cross 

     Most of you will remember the name Jim Jones.  In 1978 he led hundreds of people to their death, many through drinking a fla-
vored drink laced with poison.  Some of you might be surprised to know that he was an ordained minister and a spiritual leader to 
many.  The question arises, what kind of spiritual leader would ask his followers to do something this drastic.  Now this is obviously 
an outrageous example, but if you think about it many religious leaders ask their followers to do something we might consider over 
the top.  Aren’t you glad our spiritual leader and Savior, Jesus, didn’t ask us to do anything extreme?  Or did He? 
     Take a trip with me back almost 2000 years.  Jesus is roughly in the middle of His ministry and makes this statement.  “And he 
said to all, ‘If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up the cross daily and follow me’” Luke 9:23.  Can you 
imagine what this would have sounded like to His followers?  For His followers the mention of a cross would have conjured up a 
very gruesome picture.  By this time the Romans had perfected the art of crucifixion, and here is Jesus requiring them to take up a 
cross.  And what did they do? Well, church history tells us that many of His early followers were murdered for being a follower of 
Christ. 
     Now fast forward back to 2006, and let me ask you what Jesus’ words mean for us today.  It is true that most of us may not be 
called to literally give our lives for the cause of Christ, but does that mean we are free from this command?  No, it does not.  We are 
all called to be unapologetic followers of Christ that are willing to deny ourselves, take up the cross and follow Jesus wherever He 
leads.  Just think, a small group of men and women followed Jesus for three years and after 
His resurrection they took the Gospel and the world was forever changed.  Imagine what a 
couple hundred dedicated followers of Christ could do to Mexico and the surrounding area. 
     I will leave you with the first verse of my favorite hymn, Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken. 
  Jesus I my cross have taken, all to leave and follow thee 
  destitute, despised, forsaken thou from hence my all shall be,  
  perish every fond ambition, All I’ve sought or hoped or known  
  yet how rich is my condition, God and heaven are still my own. 
 
       Ben Schnipper 


